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FBCB Advisory Council Members 

 

The Florida Faith-Based and Community-Based (FBCB) Advisory Council 

(Council) is a 25-member body representing various faiths, 

organizations, and communities across Florida.  Created in section 

14.31, Florida Statutes, the Council provides education and connection 

for faith institutions, volunteer, and community organizations on 

initiatives and opportunities to work with government and deliver services to Floridians more effectively.  

This collective impact approach leverages the talents, commitment, and resources of all to inspire hope, 

build resilience, and help individuals reach their full potential.   

 

The Council meets at least quarterly to provide/receive information and updates on state and community 

initiatives, promote public awareness, and recognize individuals or groups for their service to the state 

and/or community.  Members also share perspectives on needs and issues that inform actions and 

recommendations by the Council.  Upon returning to their communities, members work within their 

respective networks to share information from Council meetings and identify additional opportunities to 

facilitate connections that strengthen communities and families and improve services for vulnerable 

populations. 

 

Activities and Progress 

 

The FBCB Advisory Council started the year with new leadership and momentum from the launch of the 

Governor’s Faith and Community Based (FCB) Initiative in November 2019.  The first quarterly meeting of 

the Council was held on January 13th in Tallahassee that enabled members to participate in the legislative 

process and support activities that raised awareness of human trafficking.  Plans for the Council’s second 

quarterly meeting in Miami were being finalized when Governor DeSantis issued Executive Order 20-51 

on March 1st and directed the Surgeon General to declare a public health emergency to protect the health 

and safety of residents and visitors in Florida from COVID-19.   

 

Guidelines to mitigate and prevent the spread of COVID-19 resulted in schools closing in the spring for in-

person instruction, limits on in-person and large group gatherings, and business layoffs and closures.  This 

created unprecedented challenges for many Floridians to access childcare, provide at-home instruction, 

manage finances for food and housing, maintain connections to loved ones, and find positive ways to cope 

with the increased stress.  These challenges also raised serious concerns for the safety and well-being of 

children, families, and seniors, including the risk of contracting COVID-19, social isolation, mental health, 

substance misuse, and death by suicide.   

Faith-based, volunteer, and community organizations continue to provide an outpouring of support to 

meet the needs in their communities.  In addition to COVID-19, these organizations have also promoted 

change within communities as a result of incidents involving law enforcement and people of color, and 

the history of race relations within our country.   

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
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The Council’s second quarterly meeting was held virtually on June 18th and included members sharing 

personal stories on race relations, reflections on individual challenges with law enforcement, the 

importance of love and compassion, and discussion on strategies to promote peace and unity.  

Information and progress were also shared on the Governor’s FCB Initiative, website 

(www.faithandcommunityflorida.com), and member efforts to support needs in their communities.  
 

The third quarterly meeting of the Council was held on September 15th and promoted the National Faith 

and Blue Weekend that encouraged conversations between the community and law enforcement to find 

ways to work together on commonalities instead of being divided by differences.  This virtual meeting 

included presentations from the DCF Secretary on Florida’s Foster Information Center and the 

www.MyFloridaMyFamily.com website, and from the Florida Department of Veterans Affairs on the 

Governor’s Challenge to Prevent Suicide Among Service Members and Veterans.  Members also shared 

perspectives on the reopening of schools and serving the needs of families and communities in their areas. 
 

On November 9th, the Council held its fourth quarterly meeting and highlighted education and resources 

to support families and communities.  Virtual presentations were provided by Feeding Florida on the 

impact and efforts of Florida Food Banks to meet the hunger needs of Floridians during COVID-19; by DCF 

on the Council’s role as a Citizen Review Panel; and by the Governor’s FCB Initiative on progress and 

upcoming events with First Lady, DCF Secretary, and other special guests.  Members voted to retain the 

Council’s leadership through 2021 and identified locations to hold in-person meetings when it is safe to 

do so.   
 

Activities by the Advisory Council and its members advanced progress on the following state initiatives, 

plan, vulnerable populations, and topics: 
 

• Governor’s FCB Initiative: 

o Created an email database for over 34,000 faith and community leaders to maintain a 

healthy line of communication and distribute needs that are being met by faith 

institutions (i.e., computers, off-site housing during COVID). 

o Mailed 41,000 letters of thanks to faith and community leaders expressing a desire for 

open communication from the Governor’s FCB Initiative. 

o Held a total of nine (9) calls with faith and community leaders and the Governor, 

Lieutenant Governor (in English and Spanish), and the Surgeon General to share 

important information and support collaboration between government and the faith 

community. 

o Over 4,000 faith institutions and community organizations (approx. a 50/50 split) have 

completed the survey on the Governor’s FCB Initiative website and identified vulnerable 

populations they serve.   

o Launched the MyFloridaMyFamily website in collaboration with DCF, Aunt Bertha, and 

CarePortal. 

o Hosted four (4) An Act of Good Faith virtual roundtable events in December featuring First 

Lady DeSantis, Coach Tony Dungy, Singer/Songwriter Chris Tomlin, and DCF Secretary 

Chad Poppell.  

http://www.faithandcommunityflorida.com/
http://www.myfloridamyfamily.com/
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• Hope for Healing Florida: 

o Participated in community events to connect with faith and community leaders working 

to address the opioid crisis through education, resources, and advocacy. 

o Promoted awareness and discussions on mental health and substance misuse issues. 

o Promoted the MyFloridaMyFamily website to identify and access resources and support 

for mental health and substance misuse. 

o Promoted education and training through federal partners on intersections between faith 

and mental/behavioral health topics. 

o Individual members, through their faith, organizational, and/or community networks, 

promoted awareness and provided education and direct services on mental health, 

substance misuse, and suicide prevention.  

 

• Child Abuse Prevention and Permanency Plan: 

o Promoted public awareness and supported human trafficking prevention efforts in 

January during National Human Trafficking Prevention Month by disseminating education 

and resources. 

o Promoted public awareness and supported the Pinwheels for Prevention campaign in 

April during Child Abuse Prevention month by disseminating education and resources.   

o Promoted public awareness and supported the state’s summer safety focus on Water 

Safety and Hot Cars by disseminating education and resources. 

o Promoted public awareness and supported the Explore Adoption campaign in November 

during National Adoption Month by disseminating education and resources.   

o Individual members, through their faith, organizational, and/or community networks, 

provided direct services and supports to address conditions that increase risk for child 

maltreatment and other associated forms of disease, injury, and disability.  

 

• Foster Care, Juvenile Justice, Corrections/Reentry, Elder Affairs, Disaster Response/Recovery, 

and 2020 Census/Voter Registration: 

o Individual members, through their faith, organizational, and/or community networks, 

provided education and direct services to agency target populations. 

o Individual members, through their faith, organizational, and/or community networks, 

provided education and connection to mobilize actions for communities and civic 

responsibilities. 

 

• COVID-19: 

o Individual members, through their faith, organizational, and/or community networks, 

provided direct services to their communities to include food distributions, financial 

supports, COVID-19 testing, and prayer. 
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Recommendations 
 
The following recommendations are provided to address requirements outlined in Florida Statute 14.31: 
 

• Increase awareness of MyFlorida Marketplace to enable faith and community organizations to 

be informed of and compete for the delivery of state services.  Council members are encouraged 

to connect organizations with the Governor’s Office to provide additional assistance and 

connection. 

 

• Expand the Governor’s FCB Initiative’s collaboration with other agencies to identify meaningful 

ways to develop and coordinate activities of faith and community organizations that can support 

agency target populations and seek resources, legislation, and regulatory relief as needed. 

 

• Ensure faith and community representation are included/consulted as part of state and agency 

decision making processes to provide insights and perspectives on strategies to achieve state 

priorities.   

 

• Host a statewide or regional event/conference to offer sessions on best practices that are 

provided by faith and community organizations nominated by participating state agencies.  Efforts 

should also include recognition of organizations and best practices and be promoted through 

state and agency platforms (e.g., websites, social media, newsletters, press releases, etc.) to 

increase public awareness.  

 

• Develop relationships with foundations, philanthropic organizations, and other funders, align 

initiatives with their funding purpose/criteria, and provide performance data on impact to 

encourage private charitable giving.  Invite these entities to activities/events/conferences to 

expose them to initiatives. 

     

• Work through the Governor’s Liaison for Faith and Community Based Initiatives, the Office of 
Adoption and Child Protection, State Agencies, and the Advisory Council’s annual report to bring 
concerns, ideas, and policy options to the Governor and Legislature that remove barriers and 
assist, strengthen, and replicate successful programs. 
 

• Utilize the leadership of the Florida Children and Youth Cabinet to identify public education to 

be delivered that is supported by participating agencies; Collaborate with the Florida Bar- Family 

Law Section to update the Marriage Handbook and with City/County Governments on positive 

social norms to strengthen the institutions of families and communities.   

 

• Work through State Agencies and the Advisory Council to provide technical assistance, self-

assessment tools, conduct site visits, and report on 1) implementation progress of state policies 

affecting faith and community organizations, and 2) efforts to meet objective criteria for 

performance and accountability.   
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The Florida Faith-Based and Community-Based (FBCB) Advisory Council (Advisory Council or Council) was 

created in Section 14.31, Florida Statutes (§14.31, F.S.) and serves as a formal advisory body to the 

Governor and the Legislature.  The Council is charged to: 

 

• Advise the Governor and the Legislature on polices, priorities, and objectives for the state’s 

comprehensive efforts to enlist, equip, enable, empower, and expand the work of faith-based, 

volunteer, and other community organizations to the fullest extent of the law. 

• Identify opportunities to leverage the talents, commitment, and resources of these organizations 

to work cooperatively with government entities and deliver services more effectively.  

• Assess functional or program areas of state government and provide recommendations and/or 

policy alternatives. 

• Recognize the contributions of faith-based, volunteer, and other community organizations. 

 

 

Membership 

The Advisory Council consists of 25 members representing various faiths, faith-based organizations, 

community-based organizations, and government entities.  Members serve between one to four-year 

terms, appointed by and serving at the pleasure of the Governor, Senate President, and House Speaker.   

 

The photo listing on the following pages identifies the 2020 FBCB Advisory Council membership.  Each 

member brings a unique perspective, network, and set of skills to the Council.  This adds to the rich 

discussions during Council meetings, the ability to engage others by facilitate connections, and address 

risk and protective factors to strengthen vulnerable children, families, and adults. 

 

Following the listing is the Advisory Council Map that identifies the location of members throughout 

Florida, as of December 2020.  This map is divided into six (6) regional boundaries and identifies Florida’s 

20 judicial circuits.  It provides a geographical representation where members serve as regional points of 

contact to provide connection and education at state and local levels.    

  

FLORIDA FAITH-BASED AND COMMUNITY-BASED 

ADVISORY COUNCIL 
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Mr. Calvin Martin – Vice Chair 
Florida Guardian ad Litem 

Governor Appointee 

Dr. Jerry Haag - Chair 
One More Child 

Governor Appointee 

Ms. Nancy Acevedo 
Seminole County Sheriff’s 

Office 
Governor Appointee 

Mr. Richard Albertson 
Live the Life  
Ministries 

Governor Appointee 

Pastor Kirt Anderson 
Naples Community  

Church 
Governor Appointee 

Chaplain Wallace Brown 
Community Advocate 

Senate President Appointee 

Ms. Trenia Cox 
Community Advocate 
Governor Appointee 

Chaplain Perry Davis 
Florida Department of 

Corrections 
House Speaker Appointee 

2020 FBCB Advisory Council Members 
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Mr. Erik Dellenback 
Governor’s  

Faith & Community Based 
Initiatives 

Governor Appointee 

Mr. Gerard Duncan 
Prayer by Faith Ministries 

Senate President Appointee 

Mr. Chad Garmon 
YMCA of Central Florida 

Senate President Appointee 

Pastor Scott George 
Orlando Hope & Pine Castle 

UMC 
Governor Appointee 

Dr. Rosby Glover 
Mt. Bethel Human Services 

Corporation 
Governor Appointee 

Mr. Roland “Roly” Gonzalez 
Victory for Youth 

Governor Appointee 

Dr. Gretchen Kerr 
Social Justice Consultant 

Governor Appointee 

Pastor Pam Olsen 
Hilltop House of Prayer 

Governor Appointee 

Pastor Carl Reeves 
Greater Mount Lily  

Baptist Church 
Governor Appointee 

2020 FBCB Advisory Council Members 
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Pastor Marcus Smith 
Florida Department of  

Juvenile Justice 
Governor Appointee 

Ms. Patricia “Pat” Smith 
Florida Department of  
Children and Families 
Governor Appointee 

Mr. Gary Tester 
Catholic Charities of  

Central Florida 
Senate President Appointee 

Rabbi Pinchas Taylor 
Chabad of Plantation 
Governor Appointee 

Mr. Barry Webster 
Community Volunteer & 

Management and Technology 
Consultant 

House Speaker Appointee 

Rabbi Yosef Weinstock 
Young Israel of  

Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale 
Governor Appointee 

Pastor Blaine Whitt 
Xtreme Soulutions 

House Speaker Appointee 

Pastor Reno Zunz 
Idlewild Baptist Church 

House Speaker Appointee 

2020 FBCB Advisory Council Members 
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REGION COUNCIL MEMBER LOCATION E-MAIL 

NORTHWEST 
Circuits 

01, 02, 14 

Pastor Carl Reeves Pensacola greatermountlilymbc@aol.com 

Ms. Patricia “Pat” Smith Tallahassee pat.smith@myflfamilies.com 

Mr. Barry Webster Tallahassee barryjwebster@aol.com   

Mr. Richard Albertson Tallahassee richard@livethelife.org 

Pastor Pam Olsen Tallahassee pam@ihoptallahassee.org 

Mr. Wallace Brown Tallahassee brown.wallace@flsenate.gov  
Pastor Marcus Smith Tallahassee marcus.smith@djj.state.fl.us 

NORTHEAST 
Circuits 

03, 04, 07, 08 

Reverend Perry Davis Deland jamesperry.davis@fdc.myflorida.com 

Pastor Gerard Duncan Gainesville soil3@hotmail.com  

Erik Dellenback Jacksonville erik.dellenback@myflfamilies.com  

Mr. Calvin Martin Palatka calvin.Martin@gal.fl.gov 

CENTRAL 
Circuits 

05, 09, 10, 18 

Pastor Blaine Whitt Ocala blainew@xtremesoulutions.com 

Dr. Gretchen Kerr The Villages gretchen@kerrageoussolutions.com   

Dr. Nancy Acevedo Winter Springs ncancel@seminolesheriff.org  

Mr. Gary Tester Orlando gtester@cflcc.org  
Mr. Chad Garmon Orlando cgarmon@cfymca.org  

Pastor J. Scott George Maitland scottdestiny@aol.com  

Dr. Jerry Haag Lakeland jerry.haag@onemorechild.org     

SUNCOAST 
Circuits 

06, 12, 13, 20 

Pastor Reno Zunz Lutz rzunz@idlewild.org 

Ms. Trenia Cox St. Petersburg teniacox@yahoo.com  

Pastor Kirt Anderson Naples kirtea@naplescommunitychurch.org 

SOUTHEAST 
Circuits 

15, 17, 19 

Dr. Rosby Glover Lake Worth rglover@mtbbc.org 

Rabbi Yosef Weinstock Hollywood ryw@yih.org  

Rabbi Pinchas Taylor Plantation pinchastaylor770@gmail.com  

SOUTHERN 
Circuits 
11, 16 

Mr. Roland Gonzalez Miami rolyg@shareyourheart.us 

NORTHWEST 

REGION 
NORTHEAST 

REGION 

CENTRAL 

REGION 

SOUTHEAST 

REGION 

SUNCOAST 

REGION 

SOUTHERN 

REGION 

2020 FBCB Advisory Council Map 

mailto:greatermountlilymbc@aol.com
mailto:pat.smith@myflfamilies.com
mailto:barryjwebster@aol.com
mailto:richard@livethelife.org
mailto:pam@ihoptallahassee.org
mailto:brown.wallace@flsenate.gov
mailto:marcus.smith@djj.state.fl.us
mailto:jamesperry.davis@fdc
mailto:soil3@hotmail.com
mailto:erik.dellenback@myflfamilies.com
mailto:calvin.Martin@gal.fl.gov
mailto:blainew@xtremesoulutions.com
mailto:gretchen@kerrageoussolutions.com
mailto:ncancel@seminolesheriff.org
mailto:gtester@cflcc.org
mailto:cgarmon@cfymca.org
mailto:scottdestiny@aol.com
mailto:jerry.haag@onemorechild.org
mailto:rzunz@idlewild.org
mailto:teniacox@yahoo.com
mailto:kirtea@naplescommunitychurch.org
mailto:rglover@mtbbc.org
mailto:ryw@yih.org
mailto:pinchastaylor770@gmail.com
mailto:rolyg@shareyourheart.us
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Administrative Support 
 

The Office of Adoption and Child Protection (Office) provides leadership and 

administrative support to the FBCB Advisory Council.  Housed within the Executive 

Office of the Governor, the Office also provides service to the following statutory 

functions: 
 

• Florida Child Abuse Prevention and Permanency (CAPP) Plan – provides 

a statewide approach for the promotion of adoption, support of adoptive 

families, and prevention of child abuse, abandonment, and neglect 

(§39.001, F.S.). 
 

• Florida Children and Youth (Children’s) Cabinet – ensures the public policy relating to children 

and youth is developed to promote interdepartmental collaboration and program 

implementation in order that services are planned, managed, and delivered in a holistic and 

integrated manner to improve health, safety, self-sufficiency, economic stability, and quality of 

life (§402.56, F.S.).   
 

To fulfill these functions, the Office works within Florida’s public health, human service, safety, education, 

and employment systems (systems) to identify interagency and community connections, align operational 

functions, and integrate state initiatives that are included with the planning and activities of the Advisory 

Council.  Figure 1 on the next page highlights the intersection of these statutory functions and state 

initiatives. 
 

The Office is led by Mr. Zackary Gibson (Chief Child Advocate and Director), Mrs. Jessica Collins-Jones 

(Special Projects Manager), and Ms. Savannah Vickery (Staff Assistant).  The Office is an information hub 

to assist members with ideas, strategies, and connections that support state, agencies, and community 

initiatives.  Duties to support the Advisory Council include, but are not limited to: 
 

• Communicate with the Council’s leadership and members on meeting topics, plans, and activities. 

• Coordinate meeting logistics and travel reimbursements.   

• Schedule speakers and develop meeting materials. 

• Assist Council members with information, connection, and resources. 

• Collaborate with the Governor’s, Senate President’s, and House Speaker’s Appointments Offices.  

• Maintain the Advisory Council’s website at https://www.flgov.com/fbcb.   

 

 

 

https://www.flgov.com/fbcb
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Figure 1: Intersection of Statutory Responsibilities and State Initiatives 
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FBCB Advisory Council Members 

 

The Advisory Council meets at least once per quarter during the calendar year for a minimum of four (4) 

in-person meetings, teleconferences, and/or video conferences.  Meetings are designed to: 
 

• Enable members to connect with faith and community leaders, service professionals, and 

providers. 

• Present state, agency, and community initiatives that increase awareness and opportunities for 

connection and improved service delivery. 

• Provide perspectives and recommendations on topics impacting the state and communities. 

• Discuss and vote on actions and activities of the Council. 

• Recognize the contributions/achievements of local faith, volunteer, and community-based 

organizations. 
 

Meetings are scheduled to coincide with other state and community events, when 

possible, in order to maximize participation and reinforce messaging.  A summary 

of each meeting is approved by the Council and posted to its website at 

https://www.flgov.com/fbcb. External partners, such as The Florida Channel, 

assist by broadcasting meetings and further expanding the reach of the Council.    
 

Annually, members elect their leadership by confirming a new Chair and selecting a new Vice-Chair.  

Members also identify locations to host future meetings the next calendar year.  The following 

information provides a summary of the meetings hosted by the Advisory Council in 2020.  

 
 

Meeting Attendance 
 

The Advisory Council held one in-person meeting and three video conference meetings throughout 2020 

with each Council meeting achieving a quorum of members.  The chart below reflects attendance for each 

Advisory Council meeting during 2020.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

    

  

Quorum 

Established 

ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETINGS 

https://www.flgov.com/fbcb
https://thefloridachannel.org/
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First Quarterly Meeting Highlights 
 

Date:  January 13, 2020 

Location: City Hall, Tallahassee, Florida   

Meeting activities:  
 

• Recognized the 2020 Council Leadership: Dr. Jerry Haag as Chair and Mr. Calvin Martin as 

Vice-Chair. 
 

• Highlighted public awareness topics on Human Trafficking Awareness Month and 

Mentoring Month. 
 

• Presentations were provided by: 
 

o Director Zackary Gibson on the Citizen Review Panel.  
 

o Ms. Jessica Collins-Jones provided on the Council’s DRAFT 2019 Annual Report and 

facilitated discussion with Council Members. 
 

o Member Pam Olsen on the legislative process that included information on proposed 

activities from members: 

▪ Member Richard Albertson explained the bill filed in the House and Senate for 

The Florida Guide to a Healthy Marriage. 

▪ Member Rolando Gonzalez explained the funding request for The Victory for 

Youth-Share Your Heart Program. 

▪ Chair Jerry Haag explained two funding requests: One More Child – Single Moms 

Program and Hope Street Compassion Center Project. 
 

o Member Erik Dellenback on the Governor’s Faith and Community-Based Initiative. 
 

• Council members provided updates on their activities to support state initiatives and 

vulnerable populations.  
 

• The Council heard various public comments focused on the statewide Pinwheels for 
Prevention campaign as well as how faith and community groups can partner with their 
local school districts. 
 

• The following morning, available Council 
members participated in the Traffick Stop 
Event at the Capitol to raise awareness and 
support victims of human trafficking. 
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Members participating in the Traffick 

Stop event at the Capitol. 

Special thanks to the City of Tallahassee for their accommodations, and to the Heart Gallery of the Big 

Bend for displaying photos of children in need of forever families. 

 
Click HERE to access the full meeting summary. 

http://talgov.com/Main/Home.aspx
https://www.heartgallerybigbend.org/
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/childadvocacy/FBCBAC%20Meeting%20Summary%2001.13.20%20-%20FINAL.pdf
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Second Quarterly Meeting Highlights 

 

Date:  June 18, 2020 

Location:  Via ZOOM   

Meeting activities: 
 

• Provided status updates on the four legislative 
bills presented to the Council. 
 

• Highlighted public awareness topics on Hurricane 
Season 2020, Reunification Month, Elder Abuse Awareness Day, and Summer Safety to 
include Water Safety and Hot Cars to support efforts to eliminate preventable child 
deaths. 

 

o Acknowledged the efforts of Member Pastor Pam Olsen for her work on the Florida 
National Day of Prayer event. 

 

• Highlighted efforts through the Governor’s Faith and 
Community-Based Initiative to include: mailing of thank 
you letters, statewide calls with the Governor and state 
leaders, and promoting the website that enables faith and 
community organizations to share information on their 
organization and vulnerable populations they serve.  
 

• Council members provided perspectives and 
recommendations to promote peace, unity, and change within communities as a result of 
unrest brought on by incidents involving law enforcement and people of color, and the 
history of race relations within our country. 

 

o Personal stories and reflections were shared that highlighted individual challenges 
and the importance of love and compassion. 
 

o An infographic on Equality versus Equity was shared to assist members and the public 
with their understanding. 
 

o The Council proposed a 
statement to denounce violence 
and work toward peace and 
unity, but the discussion was 
tabled due to time.  A follow-up 
meeting occurred on this action 
and it was determined to not 
issue a statement and monitor 
what may come out from the 
Governor’s Office.  

 

• Council members provided updates on their activities to support children, families, and 
vulnerable adults being impacted by COVID-19.  
 

• One public comment was provided focusing on the safe re-opening of houses of worship 

and highlighted a video from the Department of Health in Pinellas County that provided 

guidance following CDC guidelines. 
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Click HERE to access the full meeting summary. 

https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/childadvocacy/FBCBAC%20Meeting%20Summary%2006.18.20%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/childadvocacy/FBCBAC%20Meeting%20Summary%2006.18.20%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/childadvocacy/FBCBAC%20Meeting%20Summary%2006.18.20%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/childadvocacy/FBCBAC%20Meeting%20Summary%2006.18.20%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/childadvocacy/FBCBAC%20Meeting%20Summary%2006.18.20%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/childadvocacy/FBCBAC%20Meeting%20Summary%2001.13.20%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/childadvocacy/FBCBAC%20Meeting%20Summary%2006.18.20%20-%20FINAL.pdf
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Third Quarterly Meeting Highlights 

Date:  September 15, 2020 

Location:  Via ZOOM  

Meeting activities: 
 

• Highlighted state updates, upcoming events, 

and public awareness topics to include: 
 

o The Governor’s One Goal One Future video 

and the Florida Safe Survey to assess COVID-19 behaviors. 
 

o September as Suicide Prevention Month, Florida Veteran Suicide Prevention Month, 

and National Preparedness Month.  Promoted the Florida Storms App to be prepared 

and stay safe during storms.   
 

o National Faith & Blue Weekend (10/9 - 10/11)- opportunity for faith organizations 

and law enforcement to come together and address inequalities and equity. 
 

 

o Chair Haag reminded the Council of its role to share this information back to the 

communities we serve; and ask ourselves, “what is my next step, my role and next 

action to affect change?” 
 

• Presentations were provided by: 
 

o Member Erik Dellenback on efforts with DCF to increase support for vulnerable 

populations and from faith and community organizations through the Governor’s 

Faith and Community Based Initiative. 

o DCF Secretary Chad Poppell on Department efforts to connect with the 

faith community and an overview of the following initiatives: 

▪ Florida’s Foster Information Center. 

▪ The MyFloridaMyFamily.com website and partnerships with 

Aunt Bertha and Care Portal. 
 

o Ms. Lauren Stentz, Suicide Prevention and Research Specialist for 

the Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs, on strategies and 

partnerships through the Governor’s Challenge to Prevent 

Suicide among Service Members. 
 

• Council Members shared perspectives on the re-opening of schools and serving the needs 

of families and communities in their area. 
 

• 11 members were recognized for serving four or more years on the Council. 
 

• One public comment about the fiscal responsibility of churches or organizations involved 

in CarePortal was asked and Member Dellenback responding with the hope that no church 

or organizations would have any financial responsibility in funding this program. 
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Click HERE to access the full meeting summary. 

https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/childadvocacy/FBCBAC%20Meeting%20Summary%2006.18.20%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/childadvocacy/FBCBAC%20Meeting%20Summary%2006.18.20%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/childadvocacy/FBCBAC%20Meeting%20Summary%2006.18.20%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/childadvocacy/FBCBAC%20Meeting%20Summary%2006.18.20%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/childadvocacy/3rd%20Quarterly%20Meeting%20Summary%2009.15.20%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/childadvocacy/FBCBAC%20Meeting%20Summary%2006.18.20%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/childadvocacy/FBCBAC%20Meeting%20Summary%2006.18.20%20-%20FINAL.pdf
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Fourth Quarterly Meeting Highlights 
 

Date:  November 9, 2020 

Location:  Via ZOOM 

Meeting activities: 
 

• Recognized November as Trauma Informed Care 

Day (11/1) and National/Florida Adoption Month. 
 

• Highlighted state and community information on 

Reemployment Assistance, Opioid Crisis, and 

Spirituality and Mental Health Webinars. 
 

• Presentations were provided by: 
 

o Ms. Robin Safley, Executive Director for Feeding Florida, on the 

impact and efforts of Florida Food Banks to meet the hunger needs 

of Floridians during COVID-19, needs assessment data on social and 

economic indicators, and future projections for 2021. 
 

o Member Erik Dellenback on updates from the Governor’s Faith and Community Based 

Initiative, becoming familiar with the MyFloridaMyFamily website, and promoting 

upcoming events with First Lady Casey DeSantis and DCF Secretary Chad Poppell. 
 

o Ms. Patricia Medlock, Assistant Secretary for Child Welfare at the 

Department of Children and Families, on the Citizen Review Panel to 

assist Council members provide recommendations to improve the child 

welfare system. 
 

• Due to COVID-19 and inability to implement plans for in-person meetings during 2020, 

the Council unanimously voted to have Chair Jerry Haag and Vice Chair Calvin Martin 

remain in their leadership roles through 2021. 
 

• The Council preliminarily identified locations to host meetings in 2021 with the following 
members volunteering to host a meeting: Member Chad Garmon, Member Nancy 
Acevedo, and Chair Haag.  Member Dellenback also proposed for Member Roland 
Gonzalez to host a meeting in Miami. The projected months for these meetings are 
January (Q1), April (Q2), July/August (Q3), and October/November (Q4). 

 

 

• Information about the Council’s annual report was shared, and a worksheet was provided 

to capture activities of members that advance the Council’s purpose and support the 

community during COVID-19 for inclusion in the annual report. 
 

• No public comments were heard for this meeting. 
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Click HERE to access the full meeting summary. 

https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/childadvocacy/FBCBAC%20Meeting%20Summary%2006.18.20%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/childadvocacy/FBCBAC%20Meeting%20Summary%2006.18.20%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/childadvocacy/FBCBAC%20Meeting%20Summary%2006.18.20%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/childadvocacy/FBCBAC%20Meeting%20Summary%2006.18.20%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/childadvocacy/4th%20Quarterly%20Meeting%20Summary%2011.09.20%20-%20DRAFT.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/childadvocacy/FBCBAC%20Meeting%20Summary%2006.18.20%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/childadvocacy/FBCBAC%20Meeting%20Summary%2006.18.20%20-%20FINAL.pdf
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Throughout 2020, Advisory Council members participated in various activities to support state and agency 

initiatives and integrated efforts in their local communities to serve vulnerable children, families, and 

adults.  Each member worked with their faith, organizational, and/or community networks to identify 

connections and additional opportunities that advance the Council’s purpose and mission.  The 

information below provides a summary of those activities that include efforts to respond to community 

needs during COVID-19. 

 

Governor’s Faith and Community Based Initiative 
 

 
 
 
 
The Governor’s Faith and Community Based (FCB) Initiative was launched in November 2019 and serves 

to collaborate between state government, faith institutions, and community organizations to enhance 

agencies’ existing work to support Florida citizens.  The Advisory Council supported fellow member and 

Governor’s Liaison for Faith and Community, Erik Dellenback, through the following efforts: 

 

• Provided and promoted the submission of faith and community contacts to receive a thank you 

letter and introduce the Governor’s liaison and initiative. 

• Promoted the Governor’s Faith and Community Based Initiative website 

(http://faithandcommunityflorida.com/) and completion of the online survey to receive future 

notices on announcements from the Governor and state leaders.   

• Promoted the MyFloridaMyFamily website (https://myfloridamyfamily.com/) and features for 

Help, Foster Care, Adoption, and Faith Institutions. 

• Promoted An Act of Good Faith virtual roundtable events that shared major announcements to 

reshape the child welfare system and move vulnerable children and families out of crisis. 

 

  

ADVISORY COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

http://faithandcommunityflorida.com/
https://myfloridamyfamily.com/
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Progress made by the Governor’s FCB Initiative includes: 

 

• Created an email database for over 34,000 faith and community leaders to maintain a healthy line 

of communication and distribute needs that are being met by faith institutions (i.e., computers, 

off-site housing during COVID). 

• Mailed 41,000 letters of thanks to faith and community leaders expressing a desire for open 

communication from the Governor’s FCB Initiative. 

• Held a total of nine (9) calls with faith and community leaders and the Governor, Lieutenant 

Governor (in English and Spanish), and the Surgeon General to share important information and 

support collaboration between government and the faith community. 

• Over 4,000 faith institutions and community organizations (approx. a 50/50 split between faith 

institutions and community organizations) have completed the survey on the Governor’s FCB 

Initiative website and identified vulnerable populations they serve.   

• Launched the MyFloridaMyFamily website in collaboration with DCF, Aunt Bertha, and CarePortal. 

• Hosted four (4) An Act of Good Faith virtual roundtable events in December featuring First Lady 

DeSantis, Coach Tony Dungy, Singer/Songwriter Chris Tomlin, and DCF Secretary Chad Poppell. 

 

Hope for Healing Florida 
 

 

 

The Hope for Healing initiative is about helping good people in crisis by leveraging the resources of state 

agencies, private partners, and state administration; helping youth and families advert drug addiction, 

address mental health issues, and helping them reach their full potential and lead healthier lives.  The 

Advisory Council supported the First Lady’s initiative through the following efforts: 

• Participated in community events to connect with faith and community leaders working to 

address the opioid crisis through education, resources, and advocacy. 

• Promoted awareness and discussions on mental health and substance misuse issues. 

• Promoted the MyFloridaMyFamily website to identify and access resources and support. 

• Promoted education and training through federal partners on intersections between faith and 

mental/behavioral health topics. 

Additional activities by members include: 

• Chair Jerry Haag- through the One More Child organization, communicated messages regarding 

suicide prevention, mental health, and self-care through their network of community partners (as 

well as nearly 50,000 social media followers). 

• Vice-Chair Calvin Martin- through the Guardian ad Litem program, provided virtual workshops 

focusing on the implications of COVID-19 and CDC guidance on the mental health of youth in 

foster care and on the laws and advocacy for children with mental health treatment needs and 

tips to overcome challenges and obstacles. 
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• Member Nancy Acevedo- through the Seminole County Sheriff’s Office, recruited faith-based 

organizations to provide spiritual support during recovery; supported recommendations on best 

practices to stop the influx of deadly opioids, increasing treatment options, raising awareness 

and reducing overdose deaths; and promoted Red Ribbon activities. 

• Member Scott George- through his faith and community network, served on the Executive 

Committee for Project Opioid (a.k.a. Central Florida Collective Impact on Opioid Abuse) to engage 

business, faith, and philanthropic leaders in efforts to combat the overdose crisis and mental 

health issues through education, resources, and advocacy.  With COVID-19, these challenges have 

increased.  Hosted multiple education events and expanded efforts in other communities 

throughout Florida. 

• Member Gretchen Kerr- through the Kerrageous Solutions organization and ReNEW program, 

partnered with the John E. Polk Correctional Facility in Seminole County to provide substance 

involved incarcerated women with education, services, and support to resolve childhood and 

past trauma that empower their ability to improve health, safety, and well-being for themselves 

and their children. 

• Member Barry Webster- through his faith and community network, participated in the 

Governor’s Challenge All-Team Meeting and helped disseminate information and brainstorm 

solutions to address the Veteran’s Re-Entry program and help reduce Veteran suicide issues in 

Florida. 

  

Florida Child Abuse Prevention and Permanency Plan 
 

 

 

 

The Florida Child Abuse Prevention and Permanency (CAPP) Plan (plan) provides a statewide approach for 

the promotion of adoption, support for adoptive families, and prevention of child abuse, abandonment, 

and neglect (maltreatment).  The Advisory Council supported the CAPP plan through the following efforts 

that also include activities to address conditions that increase risk for child maltreatment and other 

associated forms of disease, injury, and disability: 

• Promoted public awareness and supported human trafficking prevention in January during 

National Human Trafficking Awareness Month by disseminating education and resources. 

• Promoted public awareness and supported the Pinwheels for Prevention campaign in April 

during Child Abuse Prevention month by disseminating education and resources.   

• Promoted public awareness and supported the state’s summer safety focus on Water Safety 

and Hot Cars by disseminating education and resources. 

• Promoted public awareness and supported the Explore Adoption campaign in November 

during National Adoption Month by disseminating education and resources.   
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Additional activities by members include: 

• Chair Haag- through the One More Child organization: 

o Provided on-going trauma informed care training for staff as well as partners – to include 

foster parents, law enforcement, hospitals, and other child welfare partners.   

o Led the 4th annual Traffick Stop in Tallahassee to engage legislators, government officials, 

churches, anti-trafficking advocates, faith-based partners, and the community at large in 

the fight against sex trafficking. 

▪ Provided direct services, counseling, survivor mentorship, case management, 
and restoration to sex trafficking victims as well as those at high risk of being 
trafficked. 

▪ Provided survivor-mentor led mobile units to meet the needs of children, teens, 
and young adults in Central and Southwest Florida.  

▪ Offered world-class training on human trafficking to hospitals, schools, and 
government leaders. 

o Authored a resolution that passed in the Florida House of Representatives 

designating November 2020 as Florida Adoption Month. 

o Placed 63 children for adoption from foster care during the period January-October 
2020. 

o In the spring, connected with more than 50 local and national news outlets, 

including Good Morning America, all of which shared the exciting news of a child 

named Reney who was adopted out of a One More Child foster home and whose 

family celebrated by way of a drive-thru parade amidst the pandemic.   

o Assisted families become self-sufficient and avoid crises before child welfare system 

intervention through a comprehensive 12-month Family Support program to develop 

skills and relationships, build their faith, and improve home environments. 

o Helped lead the “ALL IN” for the Foster Adoption Challenge, in conjunction with Assistant 

Secretary Lynn Johnson and Governor Ron DeSantis, through messages disseminated to 

our network of foster parents, churches, and corporations who joined in on this 

awareness campaign for children. 

o The One More Child headquarters in Central Florida is the host site for a summer camp 

and after school care program for underprivileged families where children participate in 

character development, tutoring, and mentorship.  

o Expanded the Single Moms program to new communities within Florida to support at-

risk single moms become self-sufficient for their children and break cycles of poverty 

and abuse. One More Child also partners with businesses and churches throughout 

Florida as they launch their own Single Moms Community Programs. 

• Vice-Chair Martin- through the Guardian ad Litem program: 

o Provided training focused on how homelessness and poverty affect the way families work 

and how to better support children.    

o Provided training on implicit bias to help participants understand what implicit (or 

unconscious) bias is and how it operates within multiple systems, including child welfare, 

juvenile justice, law enforcement, education, faith-based institutions, etc. 

• Member Richard Albertson- through the Live the Life ministry, provided healthy relationship 

events/activities to strengthen marriages and reduce the number of divorces in Florida. 
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• Member Kirt Anderson- as Pastor of Naples Community Church, partnered with member Roland 

Gonzalez to facilitate connections with other churches in Naples to support community food 

distributions. 

• Member Trenia Cox- through various functions within the community: 

o As a board member of the Homeless Leadership Alliance and member of the Strategic 

Planning Committee, advocated successfully for targeted homeless intervention services 

for families with children less than five, elderly adults, and detached African American 

males based on Point in Time Homeless Study. 

o As newly elected First Vice President of the St. Petersburg NAACP, supported, along with 

local law enforcement, the Stop the Violence Campaign to address increased community 

gun violence. 

o As a Board member of the Florida Dream Center, continued to meet the basic needs of 

struggling individuals and families in the five pockets of poverty in Pinellas County, along 

with community volunteers and 15 dedicated faith-based organizations. 

o Provided education faith-based community and social services providers on the effects of 

trauma on adults and children through FOCUS workshops. 

o Served as a resource for the Friendship M. B. Church (FMBC) and the larger community 

to assist with food and housing insecurity as a 211 Board member and lead of FMBC Social 

Action Ministry. 

o Worked with Eckerd Community Alternatives to advocate for the recruitment of foster 

homes for teen youth and support the need for human trafficking education to foster 

parents. 

o As newly re-elected President of the Pinellas County Schools District Monitoring Advisory 

Council (DMAC), advocated for removing systemic barriers to quality education for Black 

students. DMAC is a judicial oversight committee for this purpose. 

o Participated in Courageous Conversations with the Foundation for a Healthy St. 

Petersburg to promote equity and inclusion. 

• Member Gerald Duncan- through his faith and community network: 

o Facilitated parenting workshops and provided resources and information from the 

MyFloridaMyFamily website to young parents in the Project Youthbuild and Innovative 

Dads programs.  

o Participated in a faith forum on adoption and empathy for the fatherless to connect with 

leaders and share state resources. 

o Worked with Partnership for Strong Families to mentor families and assist in navigating 

resources. 

o Provided youth workforce development and vocational and technical education training 

to include Project CONTINUITY to train Community Health Technicians in providing 

health-related transportation; appropriate healthcare system and social service 

navigation; transport of cervical cancer self-tests to labs; and technical assistance for 

patients using electronic patient portals, telehealth, and remote monitoring. 

• Member Chad Garmon- through the YMCA of Central Florida: 

o Provided drowning prevention education and swimming lessons to include Safe Start- a 

developmentally appropriate, behavioral-based approach to swimming lessons. 

o Provided community child abuse prevention education as part of Five Days of Action. 
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o Supported 250+ elementary, middle and high school students with backpacks and school 

supplies at no cost. 

o Hosted the Arthur “Pappy” Kennedy Prayer Breakfast on MLK, Jr. Day to promote unity 

and change within the community. 

o Supported students in setting and reaching higher education and career goals through 

Teen Achievers- a national college and career readiness program. 

o Provided Links 2 Learning to bolster a creative and interactive learning environment 

teaching STEM activities while focusing on education, life skills, career opportunities, and 

social responsibilities. 

o Partnered with local schools to provide before and after school programs focusing on 

academic and personal enrichment. 

• Member George- through the board of the Florida Prosperity Partnership, planned and 

participated in virtual sessions with non-profit and community redevelopment leaders on 

financial topics and guidance through COVID-19 to support and elevate the financial capability for 

all.    

• Member Roland Gonzalez- through the Share Your Heart (SYH) program, 

o Responded to referrals from government entities and served over 3,400 vulnerable 

children and adults identified as in crisis or distress in Miami-Dade County.  The program 

provides food, clothing, emotional and spiritual support to promote stability and facilitate 

connections to community resources and supports.   

o Expanded the SYH program to the Ft. Myers area just before the start of the pandemic.  

Adhering to CDC guidelines, provided in-person supports to 45 vulnerable children and 

adults from targeted zip codes identified by DCF.   

o As a Summer Feeding provider through the Department of Agriculture, served nearly 

18,000 children with nutritious meals. 

o Facilitated food distributions in collaboration with local food banks and government 

entities that served over 250,000 households in Miami, Ft. Myers, Lakeland, and 

Tallahassee.   

• Member Kerr- through Kerragous Solutions and the ReNew program: 

o Provided education on and an understanding of attachment theory to incarcerated 

women and what it means to them and their children. 

o Provided educational workshops on parenting a child who has been involved in family 

trauma. 

• Member Pam Olsen- through her faith and community network, promoted public awareness of 

human trafficking by disseminating education and resources; and facilitating connections to assist 

pastors and churches increase their awareness and combat this issue.  

• Member Barry Webster- through his faith and community network,  

o Worked with a sister church to provide 200 backpacks to students in Gadsden County 

Public Schools. 

o Facilitate collaboration between DCF- Office of Economic Self-Sufficiency and a network 

of community partners throughout the State of Florida to increase economic supports for 

families. 
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• Member Reno Zunz- through Idlewild Baptist Church: 

o Celebrated National Adoption Month, set up an Adoption Fund to help families in need 

through their adoption process, and partner with Lifeline Adoptive Services and 

Pregnancy Care Centers to promote adoption. 

o Set up an Abuse Care System to support children and vulnerable adults and provided 

continuing education for ministry staff on various forms of violence. 

o Provided resources and volunteers to complete various public school projects to promote 

school readiness and achievement and support for holiday events. 

o Provided mentoring services in Sulpher Springs Elementary and through a partnership 

with Steadfast Mentoring. 

o Hosted a large job fair and dedicated time each week to assist individuals to find 

employment through the iWork ministry. 

o Provided meals and support for homeless individuals and families. 

o Renovated a boy's human trafficking safe house, provided education and training on 

human trafficking through the Hope Restored ministry, and work closely with the Pasco 

County Sheriff’s Office and One More Child to serve trafficking victims.  

 

Advisory Council members also provided direct support for the following vulnerable populations/topics: 

 

Foster Care 

• Chair Haag- through the One More Child organization, provided direct-care services for foster 

children, trafficked children, hungry children, single moms, and struggling families through its 

programs amidst dire and new challenges presented by COVID-19. Through October, One More 

Child impacted nearly 270,000 individuals and provided nearly 19 million meals in 2020.  

o Licensed new foster parents in 50 Florida counties and provided support and resources 
needed for foster parents to thrive. 

o Helped connect local churches with the needs of foster families in their community 
through the foster crew model that provides vital wrap around services. 

o Provided licensed foster parents space and amenities necessary to care for large sibling 
groups and teens.  

o Partnered with Tampa-based non-profit No More to recruit prospective foster parents, 
as well as those who desire to support foster families, throughout Pensacola, 
Jacksonville, and Ft. Myers. 

o Continued to serve on the board of directors of the National Christian Alliance for 
Orphans (CAFO), which unites 190+ respected organizations and more than 650 church 
members, with joint initiatives to inspire and equip the faith community to care for 
vulnerable children.  

o Participated in a national, bipartisan initiative – alongside the Dave Thomas Foundation, 
the Casey Family Programs, Focus on the Family, Bethany Christian Services, the 
Department of Health and Human Services, and others – to further activate change 
within the foster care and adoption arenas. 

o Served as a voice and advisor to the Child Welfare Innovation Workgroup with American 
Enterprise Institute, a Washington, D.C.–based think tank that researches government, 
politics, economics, and social welfare. 
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• Vice-Chair Martin- through the Guardian ad Litem program: 
o Provided a virtual training on sibling relationships and planned transitions for children in 

care with discussions on relationships between siblings, children’s special needs, and 
caregivers- how they may influence decision making and placement options. 

o Named as a Reunification Hero by the American Bar Association through efforts to 
support children being reunited with their parents with the right services and supports.  

• Member Kerr- through the Kerragous Solutions organization and the ReNew program, provided 

incarcerated mothers with DCF case plans with parenting classes, substance abuse recovery 

strategies, and insights into their own trauma and resilience. 

• Member Webster- through his faith and community capacity, hosted and provided meals, 

advocacy, love, and critical supports to foster families through his church.  

• Member Zunz- through Idlewild Baptist Church: 

o Developed a “Hope for the Orphan” Ministry to provide licensing classes, TBRI training, a 

support group, and Care Communities for foster families.  

o Connected with a local Foster Closet and supported clothing ministries for teenage foster 

girls called Loft 181 and for boys called Garage 517. 

o Collaborated with Florida 1:27, A Door of Hope, and One More Child to support foster 

children and families, and with Safe Families to prevent children from being removed 

from their families. 

o Assisted with implementation of CarePortal in Hillsborough and Pasco Counties, and 

responding to needs presented by child protection staff. 

 

Juvenile Justice 
 

• Chair Haag- through the One More Child organization: 
o Supported the Hope for Boys and Hope for Girls programs, which are conducted in 

partnership with the Department of Juvenile Justice as an alternative to 
Juvenile Detention, connecting children and teens (ages 9-18) with character 
development, mentoring, and community service opportunities. This program was made 
available to first-time offenders (misdemeanors) or those who were at-risk of becoming 
delinquent.  

• Vice-Chair Martin- through the Guardian ad Litem program: 

o Worked with the Florida Youth Justice Commission to address the overrepresentation of 

youth of color in the juvenile justice system through live webinars, completed tasks, and 

ultimately submitted proposals for systematic changes designed to create more 

equitable outcomes for youth. Covered topics include implicit bias, assessing race equity 

in policies, and utilizing data in decision making. 

• Member Marcus Smith- through the Florida Department of Juvenile Justice: 

o Expanded partnerships and collaborations with Local Law Enforcement, Fire 

Departments, Social Service/Civic Agencies, Grade School, and Higher Learning 

Institutions. 

o Expanded the reach and effectiveness of the Department’s volunteer efforts. 

o Promoted the Department’s Angel Tree Book Collection Drive. 

o Supported the Restoring Hope Community Network. 
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Corrections/Reentry 
 

• Member Perry Davis- through the Tamoka Correctional Institution, provided educational 

resources, life skills development, and spiritual support to inmates. 

• Member Duncan- through his faith and community network: 

o Facilitated transition classes through the collaboration of Santa Fe College, Bridges of 

America, and Department of Corrections, utilizing the Compass 100 training curriculum. 

o Worked with the Gainesville Police Department and Alachua County Sheriff’s Office on 

their gang task forces and community engagement initiatives. 

• Member Kerr- through the Kerragous Solutions organization and the ReNew program: 

o Created an educational and empowerment environment that served 62 substance 

involved incarcerated women in partnership with the John E. Polk Correctional Facility.  

Efforts included: 

▪ Provided an understanding of the impacts that Adverse Childhood Experiences 

have on them, their health (mental and physical), and their families. 

▪ Showed care, hope, understanding and respect for the women on their journey 

out of addiction as they process the childhood experiences of trauma they have 

endured. 

▪ Provided workshops on expressive writing to assist in working through trauma. 

▪ Provided a foundation for continued growth and development upon release 

from incarceration and reentry back into the community that included recovery 

strategies for developing new and healthy relationships with others and their 

families. 

▪ Established a partnership with Central Florida Community Arts to add expressive 

arts (drama, arts, music) into the curriculum. 

• Member Barry Webster- through his faith and community network, helped lead an effort to 

deliver over 2000 meals to families in need from Leon County Schools, Foster Care, 

impoverished areas, and families with incarcerated family members. 

• Member Blaine Whitt- through the Xtreme Soulutions organization, provided educational 

resources, life skills development, spiritual support, and reentry services at the Marion 

Correctional Institution. 

• Member Zunz- through Idlewild Baptist Church, provided supplies and support to several 

inmates and supported various ministries in prisons in neighboring counties. 

 

Elder Affairs 

• Member Gonzalez- through the Share Your Heart program, provided food, medicine delivery, 

emotional and spiritual support for the elderly in Miami-Dade County. 

• Member Webster- through his faith and community network, worked with representatives from 

the Florida Department of Elder Affairs to help facilitate connections for the Governor and 

AARP’s initiative designating Florida as an Age-Friendly State.  Florida was the 4th State in the 

Nation to achieve this designation.  
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Disaster Response/Recovery 

• Member Gonzalez- through the Community Emergency Response Teams (CERT), provided 

training and activated CERT members to assist in preparations and hurricane response in Miami-

Dade County. 

• Member Zunz- through Idlewild Baptist Church, deployed the disaster response team to assist 

communities in the Panhandle; provided training and leadership through the Florida Baptist 

Convention Disaster Relief department. 

 

2020 Census and Voter Registration 
 

• Member Acevedo- through the Seminole Census Complete Count Committee: 

o Adopted action plans for creating Census awareness and outreach by the County, in 

partnership with municipalities and other public and private organizations, and utilized 

digital and paper media, participation in indoor/outdoor events, and onsite 

presentations.  

o Participated in Census outreach and awareness on traditionally Hard-to-Count 

communities throughout the County.  

o These efforts played a leading role in Seminole County achieving first place among 

Florida’s 67 Counties in self-responding to the 2020 Census. 

• Member Gonzalez- through the Share Your Heart program, provided information on the 2020 

Census through the Share Your Heart App and encouraged completion of the census in 

unincorporated areas of Miami-Dade County. 

• Member Olsen- through her faith and community network, promoted participation in the 

election process by holding voter registration drives, distributing voter information across the 

state, and encouraging prayer over the leaders in our city, state, and nation.  Pastor Olsen led a 

community-wide Election Prayer Event with multiple churches on the steps of the Old Capitol. 

• Member Webster- through his faith and community network, encouraged the faith community 

to participate in the Election process by holding Voter Registration drives, distributing Voter 

Information at over 40 churches in the region, and encouraging prayer over the leaders (current 

and rising) in our city, State and Nation.  Also participated in a community-wide Election Prayer 

Event including 20+ churches on the Old Capitol steps the weekend before the Election. 

 

COVID-19 
 

The COVID-19 pandemic resulted in unprecedented challenges to the health, safety, and well-being of 

all Floridians.  While the needs for children, families, and adults increased, so did the efforts of faith and 

community organizations to respond to those needs and provide hope.  Advisory Council members also 

worked within their faith, organizational, and/or community networks to provide supports through the 

following efforts: 

• Chair Haag- through the One More Child organization: 
o Hosted USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue and White House Spiritual Advisor Paula White 

during a bipartisan community event to serve families impacted by COVID-19. 
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o Partnered with more than 200 churches, food pantries, and non-profits to distribute 
nearly 16.5 million meals to children and families in need in regions throughout Florida – 
from Miami to the Panhandle. 

o The Family Support program: 
▪ Provided monetary support for families up to $2,000 who were affected by job 

loss. 
▪ Met the needs of families via food boxes, diapers, cleaning supplies, etc. 
▪ Connected families to local employment opportunities. 
▪ Connected families in crisis to appropriate resources. 
▪ Curated online workshops for teaching self-sustainability to families. 
▪ Provided monthly resources via email to families on food providers, housing, 

employment, childcare, parenting, and personal development.  
▪ Mobilized volunteers to pack necessities for families served. 

• Vice-Chair Martin- through the Guardian ad Litem program, provided a virtual training on the 

impacts of COVID-19 and educating students with disabilities. 

• Member Acevedo- through the Seminole County Sheriff’s Office: 

o Partnered with several community groups, including the Sikh Society of Central Florida 

and Masjid Al Hayy Mosque, to provide drive-thru events for school supplies and food. 

o Participated in the Safe Halloween Spooktacular drive-thru event that provided 700 

families with a safe Halloween experience and over 50 Halloween scenes. 

o Reached out to multiple Faith-Based Organization who were very receptive to opening 

their facilities as Vaccine dispensing centers. 

• Member Anderson- through his faith and community network: 

o Facilitated connections and established new networks to support needs of individuals, 

families, and community organizations. 

o Worked with St. Matthew’s House to distributed over $1M of food to needy families in 

Collier, Lee, and Hendry Counties. 

• Member Duncan- through his faith and community network: 

o Partnered with Farmshare, local government, and businesses to feed over 100,000 

people from June- October 2020. 

o Partnered with the UF Mobile Outreach Clinic to provide free COVID-19 testing. 

• Member Garmon- through the YMCA of Central Florida: 

o Launched the Y Learning Labs to serve students who lacked technology or parental 

support to achieve academic success. 

o Served essential workers, healthcare personnel, and first responders by providing 

emergency childcare. 

o Provided over 294,000 minutes of free Facebook health and wellness content to 

promote community health during social distancing. 

o Provided over 7,700 families with food and supplies. 

• Member George- through his faith and community network: 

o Utilized Pine Castle United Methodist Church’s website to enable members and the 

community to sign up for help or assist with helping those in need. 

o Provided support to members and the community through prayer requests. 

o Provided lunch to City Hall, police departments, fire stations, and medical facilities in 

Belle Isle, Edgewood, and south Orlando with a thank you card and copy of Member 

George’s book, “Grace Multiplied”.  
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• Member Gonzalez- through the Share Your Heart program, became a community provider for 

Miami-Dade County to facilitate food distributions in unincorporated areas of Miami-Dade County 

that served over 60,000 households. 

• Member Olsen- through her faith network, provided food distributions to families in need and 

enegaged youth to feed and minister to the homeless on a monthly basis.  Participated in, and 

led prayer meetings, on Zoom with pastors and leaders providing updates, guidance and 

encouragement during COVID-19. 

• Member Webster- through his faith and community network: 

o Served on the leadership team working with six churches from Leon and Gadsden 

Counties, distributing over 1400 family boxes of food to Gadsden County families.  This 

effort was a part of an initiative by the Florida Baptist Convention that included 

approximately 700 Florida churches coming together to bring sustenance, hope, and 

love to families through delivering 6.7M meals valued at $28.7M to communities facing 

hunger, unemployment, and health issues during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

o Helped lead an effort to deliver over 2000 meals to families in need from Leon County 

Schools, Foster Care, impoverished areas, and families with incarcerated members. 

o Helped facilitate a critical food distribution effort to the Congolese population in the 

community early in the COVID-19 pandemic. 

o Facilitated information sharing with his church on COVID-19 guidance. 

• Member Zunz- through Idlewild Baptist Church: 

o Provided food drives and distributions to families in need; hosted a monthly food bank 

for families and delivered boxes of food to families in partnering schools. 

o Focused on the Hispanic community to support their food and spiritual needs.   
o Worked with the Florida Baptist Convention in the USDA program called Farmers to 

Families and delivered over a thousand boxes of food through different phases.    
o Assisted partner schools prepare for the new school year in the midst of the pandemic. 
o Met financial needs of individuals and families through the Local Missions programs and 

Benevolence ministry and assisted employment needs through the iWork ministry.  
 

Education and Training Topics for 2021 
 

The following topics were proposed to assist Council members with their education and to facilitate 

connections between government and faith, volunteer, and community organizations: 

• Racial reconciliation and the role of faith-based agencies. 

• Expanded need for kinship care. 

• Refugee resettlement and the role of faith and community organizations. 

• Trauma Informed Care and Mental Health First Aid Training. 

• Providing primary prevention activities and economic mobility programs. 

• Communicating impact. 

• Initiatives of other state agencies to engage faith and community organizations to serve their 

target populations. 
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Citizen Review Panel 
 

The Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA) provides federal funding to 
states for child abuse and neglect prevention, treatment, and training for staff who 
work in the child protection system.  The Department of Children and Families (DCF) 
serves as the lead agency for the federal funding.  The Advisory Council serves as a 
Citizens Review Panel to support DCF’s efforts to refine, improve and strengthen the 
child welfare system. 
 
Citizen Review Panels were included in the 1996 CAPTA reauthorization and must: 
 

• Be composed of volunteers who are representative of the community in which they operate. 

• Meet at least quarterly. 

• Prepare an annual report that describes the panel’s activities and includes recommendations to 
improve the child protection system. 

• Have at least one member with expertise in child abuse and neglect prevention and treatment. 
 
Each panel is responsible to review: 
 

• Compliance of state and local child protection service agencies and state CAPTA plan. 

• Coordination with foster care and adoption programs. 

• Review of child fatalities and near fatalities (performed by the Child Abuse Death Review Team). 
 
The Advisory Council was formally designated as a Citizens Review Panel for the Federal Fiscal Year 2020.  
Below are recommendations provided to the DCF: 
 

• Identify additional menu options to enable faith and community organizations to serve and 
support DCF involved children, families, and adults in meaningful ways. 
 

• Participate in community-led Handle With Care initiatives to provide teachers and school 
administrators with a notification when a child has been exposed to violence and trauma.  This 
notification increases awareness and can provide children with additional supports and 
interventions, as needed, to promote their readiness to learn and ability to achieve. 
 

• Increase collaboration with the Department of Economic Opportunity, CareerSource Florida, and 
the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation to offer job skill training and employment opportunities 
for children and families to promote economic self-sufficiency. 
 

• Work with the Department of Education to update the Child Abuse Prevention Sourcebook for 
Florida School Personnel and the mandatory online Identifying and Reporting Child Abuse and 
Neglect training for teachers. 
 

• Consider blending/braiding funds with other agencies to offer programs/services that build 
capacity in primary and secondary prevention activities before involvement with the child welfare 
system. 
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The following recommendations are provided to address requirements outlined in Florida Statute 14.31: 
 

• Increase awareness of MyFlorida Marketplace to enable faith and community organizations to 

be informed of and compete for the delivery of state services.  Council members are encouraged 

to connect organizations with the Governor’s Office to provide additional assistance and 

connection. 
 

• Expand the Governor’s FCB Initiative’s collaboration with other agencies to identify meaningful 

ways to develop and coordinate activities of faith and community organizations that can support 

agency target populations and seek resources, legislation, and regulatory relief as needed. 
 

• Ensure faith and community representation are included/consulted as part of state and agency 

decision making processes to provide insights and perspectives on strategies to achieve state 

priorities.   
 

• Host a statewide or regional event/conference to offer sessions on best practices that are 

provided by faith and community organizations nominated by participating state agencies.  Efforts 

should also include recognition of organizations and best practices and be promoted through 

state and agency platforms (e.g., websites, social media, newsletters, press releases, etc.) to 

increase public awareness.  
 

• Develop relationships with foundations, philanthropic organizations, and other funders, align 

initiatives with their funding purpose/criteria, and provide performance data on impact to 

encourage private charitable giving.  Invite these entities to activities/events/conferences to 

expose them to initiatives. 
     

• Work through the Governor’s Liaison for Faith and Community Based Initiatives, the Office of 
Adoption and Child Protection, State Agencies, and the Advisory Council’s annual report to bring 
concerns, ideas, and policy options to the Governor and Legislature that remove barriers and 
assist, strengthen, and replicate successful programs. 
 

• Utilize the leadership of the Florida Children and Youth Cabinet to identify public education to 

be delivered that is supported by participating agencies; Collaborate with the Florida Bar- Family 

Law Section to update the Marriage Handbook and with City/County Governments on positive 

social norms to strengthen the institutions of families and communities.   
 

• Work through State Agencies and the Advisory Council to provide technical assistance, self-

assessment tools, conduct site visits, and report on 1) implementation progress of state policies 

affecting faith and community organizations, and 2) efforts to meet objective criteria for 

performance and accountability.   

  

ADVISORY COUNCIL RECOMMENDATIONS 
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Florida Faith-Based and Community-Based Advisory Council 

Florida Statute 14.31 

 

(1) LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS.—The Legislature finds that:  

 

(a) Compassionate groups of individuals have selflessly aided this state in serving our most 

vulnerable residents and our most debilitated neighborhoods. 

 

(b) Inspired by faith and civic commitment, these organizations have accomplished much in 

changing the lives of thousands and resurrecting neighborhoods torn by the strife of crime and 

poverty. 

 

(c) It is essential that this state cooperate with these organizations in order to provide an 

opportunity to participate on an equal basis, regardless of each organization’s orientation, 

whether faith-based or secular. 

 

(2) LEGISLATIVE INTENT.—It is therefore the intent of the Legislature to recognize the contributions 

of these organizations and to encourage opportunities for faith-based and community-based 

organizations to work cooperatively with government entities in order to deliver services more 

effectively. The Legislature further intends that the purpose of the Council is to advise the Governor 

and the Legislature on policies, priorities, and objectives for the state’s comprehensive effort to 

enlist, equip, enable, empower, and expand the work of faith-based, volunteer, and other community 

organizations to the full extent permitted by law. 

 

(3) ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COUNCIL.—  

 

(a) The Florida Faith-based and Community-based Advisory Council, an advisory council as 

defined in s. 20.03, is established and assigned to the Executive Office of the Governor. The 

Council shall be administratively housed within the Executive Office of the Governor. 

 

(b) The Council shall consist of 25 members. Council members may include, but need not be 

limited to, representatives from various faiths, faith-based organizations, community-based 

organizations, foundations, corporations, and municipalities. 

 

(c) The Council shall be composed of the following members:  

1. Seventeen members appointed by and serving at the pleasure of the Governor. 

2. Four members appointed by and serving at the pleasure of the President of the Senate. 

3. Four members appointed by and serving at the pleasure of the Speaker of the House of 

Representatives. 

 

(d) Council members shall serve 4-year terms, except that the initial terms shall be staggered as 

follows:  

1. The Governor shall appoint six members for a term of 3 years, six members for a term of 2 

years, and five members for a term of 1 year. 

2. The President of the Senate shall appoint two members for a term of 3 years and two 

members for a term of 2 years. 

3. The Speaker of the House of Representatives shall appoint two members for a term of 3 

years and two members for a term of 2 years. 

 

(e) A vacancy shall be filled by appointment by the original appointing authority for the unexpired 

portion of the term. 
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(4) MEETINGS; ORGANIZATION.—  

 

(a) The first meeting of the Council shall be held no later than August 1, 2006. Thereafter, the 

Council shall meet at least once per quarter per calendar year. Meetings may be held via 

teleconference or other electronic means. 

 

(b) The Council shall annually elect from its membership one member to serve as chair of the 

Council and one member to serve as vice chair. 

 

(c)    Thirteen members of the Council shall constitute a quorum. 

 

(d) Members of the Council shall serve without compensation but may be reimbursed for per diem 

and travel expenses pursuant to s. 112.061. 

 

(5) SCOPE OF ACTIVITIES.—The Council shall review and recommend in a report to the Governor, 

the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives:  

 

(a) How faith-based and community-based organizations can best compete with other 

organizations for the delivery of state services, regardless of an organization’s orientation, 

whether faith-based or secular. 

 

(b) How best to develop and coordinate activities of faith-based and community-based programs 

and initiatives, enhance such efforts in communities, and seek such resources, legislation, and 

regulatory relief as may be necessary to accomplish these objectives. 

 

(c) How best to ensure that state policy decisions take into account the capacity of faith-based and 

other community-based initiatives to assist in the achievement of state priorities. 

 

(d) How best to identify and promote best practices across state government relating to the delivery 

of services by faith-based and other community-based organizations. 

 

(e) How best to coordinate public awareness of faith-based and community non-profit initiatives, 

such as demonstration pilot programs or projects, public-private partnerships, volunteerism, and 

special projects. 

 

(f) How best to encourage private charitable giving to support faith-based and community-based 

initiatives. 

 

(g) How best to bring concerns, ideas, and policy options to the Governor and Legislature for 

assisting, strengthening, and replicating successful faith-based and other community-based 

programs. 

 

(h) How best to develop and implement strategic initiatives to strengthen the institutions of 

families and communities in this state. 

 

(i) How best to showcase and herald innovative grassroots non-profit organizations and civic 

initiatives. 

 

(j) How best to eliminate unnecessary legislative, regulatory, and other bureaucratic barriers that 

impede effective faith-based and other community-based efforts to address social problems. 

 

(k) How best to monitor implementation of state policy affecting faith-based and other community-

based organizations. 
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(l) How best to ensure that the efforts of faith-based and other community-based organizations 

meet objective criteria for performance and accountability. 

 

(6) RESTRICTED ACTIVITIES.—The Council may not make any recommendation that conflicts with 

the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment to the United States Constitution or the public 

funding provision of s. 3, Art. I of the State Constitution. 

 

(7) REPORT.—By February 1 of each year, the Council shall prepare a written report for the Governor, 

the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives containing an 

accounting of its activities and recommended policies, priorities, and objectives for the state’s 

comprehensive effort to enlist, equip, enable, empower, and expand the work of faith-based, 

volunteer, and other community-based organizations to the full extent permitted by law. 

 

History.—s. 1, ch. 2006-9; s. 1, ch. 2011-155. 
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Governor’s Office of Adoption and Child Protection 

Florida Statute 39.001, Sections 8 – 12 

 

(8) LEGISLATIVE INTENT FOR THE PREVENTION OF ABUSE, ABANDONMENT, AND 

NEGLECT OF CHILDREN.—The incidence of known child abuse, abandonment, and neglect has 

increased rapidly over the past 5 years. The impact that abuse, abandonment, or neglect has on the 

victimized child, siblings, family structure, and inevitably on all citizens of the state has caused the 

Legislature to determine that the prevention of child abuse, abandonment, and neglect shall be a 

priority of this state. To further this end, it is the intent of the Legislature that an Office of Adoption 

and Child Protection be established. 

 

(9) OFFICE OF ADOPTION AND CHILD PROTECTION.— 

 

(a) For purposes of establishing a comprehensive statewide approach for the promotion of 

adoption, support of adoptive families, and prevention of child abuse, abandonment, and 

neglect, the Office of Adoption and Child Protection is created within the Executive Office of 

the Governor. The Governor shall appoint a Chief Child Advocate for the office. 

 

(b) The Chief Child Advocate shall: 

 

1. Assist in developing rules pertaining to the promotion of adoption, support of adoptive 

families, and implementation of child abuse prevention efforts. 

 

2. Act as the Governor’s liaison with state agencies, other state governments, and the public 

and private sectors on matters that relate to the promotion of adoption, support of adoptive 

families, and child abuse prevention. 

 

3. Work to secure funding and other support for the state’s promotion of adoption, support of 

adoptive families, and child abuse prevention efforts, including, but not limited to, 

establishing cooperative relationships among state and private agencies. 

 

4. Develop a strategic program and funding initiative that links the separate jurisdictional 

activities of state agencies with respect to promotion of adoption, support of adoptive 

families, and child abuse prevention. The office may designate lead and contributing 

agencies to develop such initiatives. 

 

5. Advise the Governor and the Legislature on statistics related to the promotion of adoption, 

support of adoptive families, and child abuse prevention trends in this state; the status of 

current adoption programs and services, current child abuse prevention programs and 

services, the funding of adoption, support of adoptive families, and child abuse prevention 

programs and services; and the status of the office with regard to the development and 

implementation of the state strategy for the promotion of adoption, support of adoptive 

families, and child abuse prevention. 

 

6. Develop public awareness campaigns to be implemented throughout the state for the 

promotion of adoption, support of adoptive families, and child abuse prevention. 

 

(c) The office is authorized and directed to: 

 

1. Oversee the preparation and implementation of the state plan established under subsection 

(10) and revise and update the state plan as necessary. 

2. Provide for or make available continuing professional education and training in the 

prevention of child abuse and neglect. 
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3. Work to secure funding in the form of appropriations, gifts, and grants from the state, the 

Federal Government, and other public and private sources in order to ensure that sufficient 

funds are available for the promotion of adoption, support of adoptive families, and child 

abuse prevention efforts. 

 

4. Make recommendations pertaining to agreements or contracts for the establishment and 

development of: 

 

a. Programs and services for the promotion of adoption, support of adoptive families, and 

prevention of child abuse and neglect. 

 

b. Training programs for the prevention of child abuse and neglect. 

 

c. Multidisciplinary and discipline-specific training programs for professionals with 

responsibilities affecting children, young adults, and families. 

 

d. Efforts to promote adoption. 

 

e. Postadoptive services to support adoptive families. 

 

5. Monitor, evaluate, and review the development and quality of local and statewide services 

and programs for the promotion of adoption, support of adoptive families, and prevention 

of child abuse and neglect and shall publish and distribute an annual report of its findings 

on or before January 1 of each year to the Governor, the Speaker of the House of 

Representatives, the President of the Senate, the head of each state agency affected by the 

report, and the appropriate substantive committees of the Legislature. The report shall 

include: 

 

a. A summary of the activities of the office. 

 

b. A summary of the adoption data collected and reported to the federal Adoption and 

Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) and the federal Administration 

for Children and Families. 

 

c. A summary of the child abuse prevention data collected and reported to the National 

Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS) and the federal Administration for 

Children and Families. 

 

d. A summary detailing the timeliness of the adoption process for children adopted from 

within the child welfare system. 

 

e. Recommendations, by state agency, for the further development and improvement of 

services and programs for the promotion of adoption, support of adoptive families, and 

prevention of child abuse and neglect. 

 

f. Budget requests, adoption promotion and support needs, and child abuse prevention 

program needs by state agency. 

 

6. Work with the direct-support organization established under s. 39.0011 to receive financial 

assistance. 

 

  

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=39.001&URL=0000-0099/0039/Sections/0039.0011.html
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(10) PLAN FOR COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH.— 

 

(a) The office shall develop a state plan for the promotion of adoption, support of adoptive 

families, and prevention of abuse, abandonment, and neglect of children and shall submit the 

state plan to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the President of the Senate, and the 

Governor no later than December 31, 2008. The Department of Children and Families, the 

Department of Corrections, the Department of Education, the Department of Health, the 

Department of Juvenile Justice, the Department of Law Enforcement, and the Agency for 

Persons with Disabilities shall participate and fully cooperate in the development of the state 

plan at both the state and local levels. Furthermore, appropriate local agencies and 

organizations shall be provided an opportunity to participate in the development of the state 

plan at the local level. Appropriate local groups and organizations shall include, but not be 

limited to, community mental health centers; guardian ad litem programs for children under the 

circuit court; the school boards of the local school districts; the Florida local advocacy councils; 

community-based care lead agencies; private or public organizations or programs with 

recognized expertise in working with child abuse prevention programs for children and 

families; private or public organizations or programs with recognized expertise in working with 

children who are sexually abused, physically abused, emotionally abused, abandoned, or 

neglected and with expertise in working with the families of such children; private or public 

programs or organizations with expertise in maternal and infant health care; multidisciplinary 

child protection teams; child day care centers; law enforcement agencies; and the circuit courts, 

when guardian ad litem programs are not available in the local area. The state plan to be 

provided to the Legislature and the Governor shall include, as a minimum, the information 

required of the various groups in paragraph (b). 

 

(b) The development of the state plan shall be accomplished in the following manner: 

 

1. The office shall establish a Child Abuse Prevention and Permanency Advisory Council 

composed of an adoptive parent who has adopted a child from within the child welfare 

system and representatives from each state agency and appropriate local agencies and 

organizations specified in paragraph (a). The advisory Council shall serve as the research 

arm of the office and shall be responsible for: 

 

a. Assisting in developing a plan of action for better coordination and integration of the 

goals, activities, and funding pertaining to the promotion and support of adoption and 

the prevention of child abuse, abandonment, and neglect conducted by the office in 

order to maximize staff and resources at the state level. The plan of action shall be 

included in the state plan. 

 

b. Assisting in providing a basic format to be utilized by the districts in the preparation of 

local plans of action in order to provide for uniformity in the district plans and to 

provide for greater ease in compiling information for the state plan. 

 

c. Providing the districts with technical assistance in the development of local plans of 

action, if requested. 

 

d. Assisting in examining the local plans to determine if all the requirements of the local 

plans have been met and, if they have not, informing the districts of the deficiencies 

and requesting the additional information needed. 

 

e. Assisting in preparing the state plan for submission to the Legislature and the 

Governor. Such preparation shall include the incorporation into the state plan of 

information obtained from the local plans, the cooperative plans with the members of 

the advisory Council, and the plan of action for coordination and integration of state 
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departmental activities. The state plan shall include a section reflecting general 

conditions and needs, an analysis of variations based on population or geographic 

areas, identified problems, and recommendations for change. In essence, the state plan 

shall provide an analysis and summary of each element of the local plans to provide a 

statewide perspective. The state plan shall also include each separate local plan of 

action. 

 

f. Conducting a feasibility study on the establishment of a Children’s Cabinet. 

 

g. Working with the specified state agency in fulfilling the requirements of subparagraphs 

2., 3., 4., and 5. 

 

2. The office, the department, the Department of Education, and the Department of Health 

shall work together in developing ways to inform and instruct parents of school children 

and appropriate district school personnel in all school districts in the detection of child 

abuse, abandonment, and neglect and in the proper action that should be taken in a 

suspected case of child abuse, abandonment, or neglect, and in caring for a child’s needs 

after a report is made. The plan for accomplishing this end shall be included in the state 

plan. 

 

3. The office, the department, the Department of Law Enforcement, and the Department of 

Health shall work together in developing ways to inform and instruct appropriate local law 

enforcement personnel in the detection of child abuse, abandonment, and neglect and in the 

proper action that should be taken in a suspected case of child abuse, abandonment, or 

neglect. 

 

4. Within existing appropriations, the office shall work with other appropriate public and 

private agencies to emphasize efforts to educate the general public about the problem of 

and ways to detect child abuse, abandonment, and neglect and in the proper action that 

should be taken in a suspected case of child abuse, abandonment, or neglect. The plan for 

accomplishing this end shall be included in the state plan. 

 

5. The office, the department, the Department of Education, and the Department of Health 

shall work together on the enhancement or adaptation of curriculum materials to assist 

instructional personnel in providing instruction through a multidisciplinary approach on the 

identification, intervention, and prevention of child abuse, abandonment, and neglect. The 

curriculum materials shall be geared toward a sequential program of instruction at the four 

progressional levels, K-3, 4-6, 7-9, and 10-12. Strategies for encouraging all school districts 

to utilize the curriculum are to be included in the state plan for the prevention of child 

abuse, abandonment, and neglect. 

 

6. Each district of the department shall develop a plan for its specific geographical area. The 

plan developed at the district level shall be submitted to the advisory Council for utilization 

in preparing the state plan. The district local plan of action shall be prepared with the 

involvement and assistance of the local agencies and organizations listed in this paragraph, 

as well as representatives from those departmental district offices participating in the 

promotion of adoption, support of adoptive families, and treatment and prevention of child 

abuse, abandonment, and neglect. In order to accomplish this, the office shall establish a 

task force on the promotion of adoption, support of adoptive families, and prevention of 

child abuse, abandonment, and neglect. The office shall appoint the members of the task 

force in accordance with the membership requirements of this section. The office shall 

ensure that individuals from both urban and rural areas and an adoptive parent who has 

adopted a child from within the child welfare system are represented on the task force. The 

task force shall develop a written statement clearly identifying its operating procedures, 
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purpose, overall responsibilities, and method of meeting responsibilities. The district plan 

of action to be prepared by the task force shall include, but shall not be limited to: 

 

a. Documentation of the magnitude of the problems of child abuse, including sexual 

abuse, physical abuse, and emotional abuse, and child abandonment and neglect in its 

geographical area. 

 

b. A description of programs currently serving abused, abandoned, and neglected children 

and their families and a description of programs for the prevention of child abuse, 

abandonment, and neglect, including information on the impact, cost-effectiveness, and 

sources of funding of such programs. 

 

c. Information concerning the number of children within the child welfare system 

available for adoption who need child-specific adoption promotion efforts. 

 

d. A description of programs currently promoting and supporting adoptive families, 

including information on the impact, cost-effectiveness, and sources of funding of such 

programs. 

 

e. A description of a comprehensive approach for providing postadoption services. The 

continuum of services shall include, but not be limited to, sufficient and accessible 

parent and teen support groups; case management, information, and referral services; 

and educational advocacy. 

 

f. A continuum of programs and services necessary for a comprehensive approach to the 

promotion of adoption and the prevention of all types of child abuse, abandonment, and 

neglect as well as a brief description of such programs and services. 

 

g. A description, documentation, and priority ranking of local needs related to the 

promotion of adoption, support of adoptive families, and prevention of child abuse, 

abandonment, and neglect based upon the continuum of programs and services. 

 

h. A plan for steps to be taken in meeting identified needs, including the coordination and 

integration of services to avoid unnecessary duplication and cost, and for alternative 

funding strategies for meeting needs through the reallocation of existing resources, 

utilization of volunteers, contracting with local universities for services, and local 

government or private agency funding. 

 

i. A description of barriers to the accomplishment of a comprehensive approach to the 

promotion of adoption, support of adoptive families, and prevention of child abuse, 

abandonment, and neglect. 

 

j. Recommendations for changes that can be accomplished only at the state program level 

or by legislative action. 

 

(11) FUNDING AND SUBSEQUENT PLANS.— 

 

(a) All budget requests submitted by the office, the department, the Department of Health, the 

Department of Education, the Department of Juvenile Justice, the Department of Corrections, 

the Agency for Persons with Disabilities, or any other agency to the Legislature for funding of 

efforts for the promotion of adoption, support of adoptive families, and prevention of child 

abuse, abandonment, and neglect shall be based on the state plan developed pursuant to this 

section. 
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(b) The office and the other agencies and organizations listed in paragraph (10)(a) shall readdress 

the state plan and make necessary revisions every 5 years, at a minimum. Such revisions shall 

be submitted to the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President of the Senate no 

later than June 30 of each year divisible by 5. At least biennially, the office shall review the 

state plan and make any necessary revisions based on changing needs and program evaluation 

results. An annual progress report shall be submitted to update the state plan in the years 

between the 5-year intervals. In order to avoid duplication of effort, these required plans may 

be made a part of or merged with other plans required by either the state or Federal 

Government, so long as the portions of the other state or Federal Government plan that 

constitute the state plan for the promotion of adoption, support of adoptive families, and 

prevention of child abuse, abandonment, and neglect are clearly identified as such and are 

provided to the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President of the Senate as 

required under this section. 

 

(12) LIBERAL CONSTRUCTION.—It is the intent of the Legislature that this chapter be liberally 

interpreted and construed in conformity with its declared purposes. 

 

 

History.—s. 1, ch. 26880, 1951; s. 1, ch. 73-231; s. 1, ch. 78-414; s. 1, ch. 82-62; s. 62, ch. 85-81; s. 1, 

ch. 85-206; s. 10, ch. 85-248; s. 19, ch. 86-220; s. 1, ch. 90-53; ss. 1, 2, ch. 90-208; s. 2, ch. 90-306; s. 2, 

ch. 91-33; s. 68, ch. 91-45; s. 13, ch. 91-57; s. 5, ch. 93-156; s. 23, ch. 93-200; s. 19, ch. 93-230; s. 14, ch. 

94-134; s. 14, ch. 94-135; ss. 9, 10, ch. 94-209; s. 1332, ch. 95-147; s. 7, ch. 95-152; s. 8, ch. 95-158; ss. 

15, 30, ch. 95-228; s. 116, ch. 95-418; s. 1, ch. 96-268; ss. 128, 156, ch. 97-101; s. 69, ch. 97-103; s. 3, 

ch. 97-237; s. 119, ch. 97-238; s. 8, ch. 98-137; s. 18, ch. 98-403; s. 1, ch. 99-193; s. 13, ch. 2000-139; s. 

5, ch. 2000-151; s. 5, ch. 2000-263; s. 34, ch. 2004-267; s. 2, ch. 2006-97; s. 1, ch. 2006-194; s. 2, ch. 

2006-227; s. 1, ch. 2007-124; s. 3, ch. 2008-6; s. 1, ch. 2010-114; s. 42, ch. 2011-142; s. 2, ch. 2012-105; 

s. 19, ch. 2012-116; s. 4, ch. 2013-15; s. 9, ch. 2014-19; s. 2, ch. 2014-224. 

 

Note.—Former s. 39.20; subsections (3), (5), and (6) former s. 39.002, s. 409.70, subsections (7)-(9) 

former s. 415.501. 

 



 

 

 


